
Annual General Meeting Thursday, February 26, 2015
Spring Dinner   Friday, May 22, 2015
For more dates see page 3

This is my last newsletter report as your 
president. I shall pass the position on at 
the Annual General Meeting in February, 

when a new President will be elected and installed.

This has been an exciting time and I must thank 
my fellow Directors and the Members of the 
Society for their support during the past two 
years. Two highlights of my presidency have been 
the development of our website in 2013 and the 
Bannockburn celebrations in 2014.

The Society Bylaw makes it a bit easier for a retiring 
President to make the transition back to ordinary 
Member, as there is a position on the Board for the 
Past President. I shall take over this position, as 
the Board says farewell to Graham Desson as Past 
President. Graham has worked for the Society over 
many years. Happily, he will continue to be on the 
Board as a director-at-large.

The Bylaw of the Society and the Constitution 
of the St. Andrew’s Charitable Foundation both 
need updating. That work has started and will be 
completed during the next year or so.

Since the last newsletter, I have had the sad duty of 
writing to board members Kevin Little and Stewart 
Kirkpatrick whose fathers died recently.

I have also attended the St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 

Church event, Voices of War: Dreams of Peace, and 
the Society Meeting in October, at which, in 
addition to the fascinating talk on backyard wildlife 
by David Renaud, a presentation was made to John 
Hutchinson, as a thank-you for his serving as Chief 
Marshal for 12 years.

The Ball was very successful. Our Guest of Honour, 
our Lt. Governor Elizabeth Dowdeswell, added her 
grace and charm to the event.

I extend to Rory Sinclair my best wishes for a 
successful tenure of the Presidency, and I look 
forward to many more years supporting the Board 
and the Society as we strive to assist those in need 
and celebrate our Scottish heritage.

Anne  

From the 
President, 
Anne Moir

2015 No 1      ISSN 0822-2401     February, 2015

The Annual General Meeting of the Society 

will take place at 8:00 pm on Thursday, February 26, 2015, in the  
Officers’ Mess, 48th Highlanders of Canada. Please note the date change 

from what was previously announced. More on page 2



A key part of the Annual General Meeting in the 
odd-numbered years is the election of the Second 
Vice-President. It is this 
person who, in the normal 
way of things,will succeed 
to the Presidency four years 
hence.

We are delighted that Bill 
Sayers has agreed to stand 
for election.

Bill is a business owner who 
lives in Toronto. Bill runs 
a consulting practice that 
focuses on the sales side of 
organizations. He has spent 
most of his life living in 
Toronto. His father was a 
United Church minister and 

by the time Bill was 16 he had travelled across the 
entire country by car, as there was always a month 

vacation each summer. 

Bill’s Scottish roots come 
from the McNab clan, 
who settled in the farming 
communities of Manitoba 
and Saskatchewan. 

Bill remarried this past 
summer to Joy Rychlik, and 
they are in the process of 
building a new cottage on 
Georgian Bay. Bill and Joy 
live in North Toronto and 
have four adult children: 
Emily, William, Mary, and 
Elisabeth.

The Annual 
General 
Meeting

The Annual General Meeting will be held in the 
Officers’ Mess, 48th Highlanders of Canada, Moss 
Park Armouries, Queen Street at Jarvis Street, 
Toronto, at 8:00 pm on Thursday, February 26, 
2015. A cash bar will be open before the meeting 
and refreshments will be available at the end.

Please note that this date is different from that 
previously announced. In that meeting, the usual 
formalities will be held, including the presentation 

of Reports from the President, the Hon. Treasurer 
and various committee Chairs; the election and 
installation of Officers and Board of Directors.

After the business meeting, we shall hear from 
Richard Knight of VisitScotland, the agency 
entrusted by the Scottish Office with the 
responsibility of encouraging us to do what we all 
want to do! A delightful evening is in store.

Candidate
for Second 
Vice-
President

A Society founded in 1836, nearly 180 years 
ago, has seen a few changes. Some of these were 
catalogued in the 100 Years History, published 
in 1936 on the occasion of the Society’s 100th 
anniversary.

A small committee, headed by the Newsletter 
editor, has been working on an update, 
provisionally entitled Into the Second Century. It 

was the committee’s original intention that the 
publication date would be sometime in 2014. 
However, delays have taken place and it is our hope 
that the document will be published this year.

The thanks of the committee go out to the many 
people who have made a contribution to the 
history. Further information will be available at the 
AGM.

Into the 
Second 
Century 

A Note 
from the 
Editor

As most members know, the Newsletter is 
assembled by Ian McHaffie, the Editor. Just before 
the publication was due to be sent to the printer, 
Ian had a fall, which broke five ribs and punctured 
a lung. Ian is well on the way to recovery now, but 
instead of the Newsletter reaching members in 
early January, it will now arrive in early February.

Notification about the Burns celebrations have 
been sent by email. 

As the date of the AGM has been deferred until 
late February, this edition will reach members in 
time to give Members the lead time required under 
the Bylaw.
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One of the Society’s accomplishments 
during the last couple of years was the 
redesign of the Society’s website. At first 

the site was managed by Andrew Mair – thank you, 
Andrew. www.standrews-society.ca

Recently Andrew has been succeeded by Jenna 
Little, who spends quite a bit of her time keeping 
the site up to date.

Jenna was born and raised in Ontario and is 
a senior paralegal at XCopper Professional 
Corporation.

With a BA in Psychology from York University 
and a diploma in paralegal studies from Humber 
College, Jenna is currently pursuing an MBA 
in Global Leadership through the University of 
Fredericton.

She has a love of travel, reading, live music, and 
animals. She discovered the St. Andrew’s Society 
after being invited to the ball by a Captain in the 
48th Highlanders of Canada and has enjoyed 

working with the Society and learning about her 
background while giving back to the community.

We are delighted that Jenna, in addition to her role 
as webmaster,  has agreed to stand for election to 
the Board of Directors, where she will fill the role 
of Chair of the Communications Committee

The 
Society 
website:
click on: 
www.
standrews-
society.ca

The Society Bylaw provides for the Board to be 
made up of eight persons with specific duties 
(President; 1st and 2nd Vice-President; Immediate 
Past President; Hon. Secretary; Hon. Treasurer; 
Hon. Counsel; and Chief Marshal), Chairs of 
various committees (Ball, Communications, Grants, 
Program, Membership (combined this year) and 
Investments), plus Members at large.

The following persons will stand for election at the 
AGM

President  Rory Sinclair
Immediate Past President Anne Moir
1st Vice-President Mark MacLean

2nd Vice-President Bill Sayers
Hon. Treasurer Ann Pennington
Hon. Secretary Doug Gibson
Hon. Counsel Alec Clute
Chief Marshal Peter Brady
Committee Chairs: 
Ball  Glenda Vergos.
Communications  Jenna Little 
Grants Andrew Beveridge
Investments Kevin Little
Program/Membership Darren Purse
Directors-at-large:  Stewart Kirkpatrick
 Graham Desson

Board 
Members 
to be 
elected at 
the AGM

Dates 
for the 
Calendar

The following dates have been set for the remainder 
of 2015 and the early days of 2016. In the event that 
changes become necessary, they will be announced 
by email, on the website, and in the Newsletter.

Members’ Functions
AGM  Thursday, February 26, 2015
Spring Dinner Friday, May 22, 2015
Fall Meeting Thursday , October 15, 2015
Church Parade Sunday, November 22, 2015
The Ball  Saturday, November 28, 2015
Burns Dinner Friday, January 22, 2016

Burns at the Statue     Monday, January 25, 2016
AGM      Thursday, February 18, 2016

The Board will meet on April 16, June 18, 
September 17, November 19, 2015, and on January 
14, 2016. Members with items to be considered by 
the Board are asked to get in touch with a Board 
member before a meeting.

The Newsletter is scheduled to reach members in 
mid-April and mid-September, 2015, and in early 
January, 2016
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The Ball
The 2014 St. Andrew’s Charity Ball took place on November 29 at 
the Royal York Hotel in Toronto. It was another fabulous evening of 
Scottish camaraderie and 
pageantry, enjoyed by all.  

The evening started with a 
delicious meal that included 
haggis, neeps, and tatties, 
and an entertaining recital 
of Robert Burns’ Address to 
a Haggis by Drum Major 
Chris Reesor. After dinner, 
Hannah Perrin-Haynes, 
Scottish Government’s 
Diplomat in Canada, 
delivered a rousing speech 
highlighting the special 
ties between Scotland and 
Canada. We were then 
delighted to have our Guest 
of Honour, the Honourable 
Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, deliver her 
thought-provoking speech on the contributions Scottish people have 
made in Canada, and the importance of the work of the St. Andrew’s The President with Katey Witt, 

Ball Committee Co-Chair

The McDonnell School of Highland Dance delighted the dancers with a display of contemporary Highland Dancing.
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Society in our community. Anne Moir then presented her with a gift 
from the Society of an Ontario Tartan sash.   

Two return flights from Toronto to Edinburgh, generously donated by 
Air Canada Rouge, were presented to our raffle winner. Included in the 
prize were two tickets to the Whisky Experience in Edinburgh, kindly 
donated by VisitScotland. A door prize of a night at the Royal York 
was also given out, along with a fine bottle of malt whisky to the person 
who took the most people to the Ball.

Following the Grand March into the Canadian Room, the McDonnell 
School of Highland Dance treated us to a dazzling display of 
contemporary Highland Dancing. After that, the ceilidh dancing 
began! It was wonderful to see everyone participate – those dance 
practice sessions at the Armoury really paid off! As a fitting climax, 
our night ended with the Beat Retreat – a customary display of the full 
band of the Pipes and Drums of the 48th Highlanders.

During the evening two photographers from hadaball.com took photos 
of everyone in their finery. The photographs are up on their website for 
you to view and also to download for free (www.hadaball.com). It’s a 
wonderful reminder of an amazing evening.

We look forward to welcoming you and your friends back at next year’s 
Ball! Mark it in your calendars now – Saturday, November 28, 2015.

The Honourable Elizabeth Dowdeswell, Lieutenant 
Governor of Ontario, was the Guest of Honour. Here with 
The President and Frank Moir.

The Ball would not seem right without the Pipes and 
Drums of the 48th Highlanders of Canada.

The Younger Generation! Many younger people enjoyed 
the party, as well as many with greyer hair. 

The Canadian Room was full of diners and dancers, all enjoying the 
occasion. 
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Our charitiesEver since its establishment in 1836, one of the 
main purposes of the St. Andrew’s Society of 
Toronto has been to help the less fortunate in our 
community. 

In the early years, this was mainly in the form 
of help to Scots who had fallen on hard times in 
their new country. Sometimes this was through 
providing help to individuals. More recently 
the emphasis has been on supporting a number 
of agencies that have experience in providing 
assistance to those in need.

The following is a list of agencies, together with 
their website addresses, currently supported by 
the Society. A roam around the websites is a 
fascinating exploration and reveals some of the 
many agencies that there are.

In the email edition of this Newsletter, the links to 
the websites should be “hot” — that is a click on 
the link should take you to the site.,

Dixon Hall  www.dixonhall.org
AboutFace www.aboutface.ca
Street Health www.streethealth.ca
Scarborough Women’s Centre  www.scarboroughwomenscentre.ca
Glenview Presbyterian Church www.glenviewchurch.ca
Metropolitan United Church www.metunited.org
FCJ Refugee Centre www.fcjrefugeecentre.org
MAS – Management Advisory Service www.masadvise.ca
Camp Winston  www.campwinston.com
PASAN – Prisoners’ HIV/AIDS Support Network  www.pasan.org
St. Andrew’s Church Out of the Cold Programme www.ootc.ca
New Circles Community Services  www.newcircles.ca
Habitat for Humanity (GTA) www.habitatgta.ca
Bond Child and Family Development  www.bondchildandfamilydevelopment.ca
St. Nick’s Lunch Church Program www.stnicholasbirchcliff.com/committees
Furniture Bank  www.furniturebank.org
Distress Centres  www.torontodistresscentre.com

Kilts on a beach in ThailandA Presentation

Kilts abounded on a Thai beach recently. Anne and 
Frank Moir (right); their three sons, including Alastair, 
the bridegroom. The bride’s father is also a Scot. 

John Hutchinson, retiring after 12 years as Chief 
Marshal, was recently presented with a decanter, with 
the new Society logo. Many a happy dram, John.
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News from 
Guelph:
a new Chair 
for Scottish 
Studies

As most readers know, Dr. Graeme Morton, the first holder of the Scottish Studies Foundation Chair, 
the University of Guelph from 2004 to 2013, left to take up a position at the University of Dundee. Dr. 
Morton returns to Canada from time to time, as he remains on the Associate Faculty in Scottish Studies.

The Editor received the following announcement from The Scottish Studies Department.

We are thrilled to announce that Dr. James 
Fraser will be leading the University of 
Guelph’s Centre for Scottish 
Studies in the winter semester as 
the Scottish Studies Foundation 
Chair. James comes to us from 
the Department of History at the 
University of Edinburgh, where 
he is a Senior Lecturer in Early 
Scottish History. 

He is the author of From Caledonia to Pictland: 
Scotland to 795 (Edinburgh: Edinburgh 
University Press, 2009), The Roman Conquest 
of Scotland: the battle of Mons Graupius AD 

84 (Stroud: Tempus Publishing, 2005), and 
The Battle of Dunnichen 685 (Stroud: Tempus 

Publishing, 2002). He has 
extensive teaching experience at 
the graduate and undergraduate 
level. He is also a graduate of 
the University of Guelph, having 
finished his MA degree here 
in 1999. James will be coming 
to Guelph with his wife, Dr. 

Bronagh Ni Chonaill, and their two children. 
We are delighted to have him! 

Editor’s note: Dr. Fraser arrives this month.  
We look forward to meeting him.

As has been said here before, there is an immense 
amount of material about Scotland and things 
Scottish on the Internet. When you have the time, 
try wandering around!

The Guelph Centre for Scottish Studies is on 
Facebook and it is sometimes easier to get 
information from Facebook than from the usual 
website.

The Scottish Studies Department hosts two major 
public events each year. The Spring Colloquium 
is usually held in Knox College, Toronto, in 
conjunction with the Annual Meeting of the 
Scottish Studies Foundation. This year’s meeting 
will be held on April 18, 2015. At the time this 
Newsletter was being prepared the program had 
not been finalized.

The Fall Colloquium is usually held in Guelph in 
October. Watch the Scottish Studies website or 
Facebook for details.

The Scottish Studies Foundation (and the related 
Scottish Studies Society) operate closely with 
the Scottish Studies program at the University of 
Guelph. While not all the major objectives of the 
Foundation at the time of its establishment have 
been achieved, a major aim was the collection 
of funds to permit the endowment of a Chair of 
Scottish Studies within the University of Guelph. 
This was achieved several years ago and Dr. Fraser, 
whose appointment (above) was announced about 
two months ago, is the second scholar to hold the 
Chair.

 

More from 
the Guelph 
Centre 
and the 
Scottish 
Studies 
Foundation
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RSCDS (TORONTO ASSOCIATION)
Maybe 2015 is the year to start dancing.

Association Classes  

All dancers, except for first-term beginners, must be 
members of the Association. Cheques made payable 
to RSCDS Toronto Association. 

For more information, contact  
Glenna MacDonald (416) 763-0073 
or glenna.macdonald@sympatico.ca 
or the Class Representatives.

Level 1 Beginner Classes: for inexperienced dancers
Cost for 10-week class is $100. Classes: Mondays 
and Thursdays
Either St. Leonard’s Anglican Church, 25 Wanless 
Ave. 2 min from Lawrence Station
Mondays, January 5–March 16, 2015 (excluding 
Family Day February 16) Teacher: Barbara Taylor

Class Representative: Cheryl Catt (416) 484-9620 or 
cherylcatt47@gmail.com

Or Eastminster United Church
310 Danforth Ave. 2 min from Chester Station 
Thursdays, January 8–March 12, 2015
Teacher: Maureen Richardson
Class Representative: Margaret Roper (416) 285-0367

Level 2 Classes: for dancers wishing to improve 
knowledge of basic formations and expand their 
dance experience
Cost for 10-week class is $100
Eastminster United Church, 310 Danforth Ave. 
2 min from Chester station
Thursdays, January 8–March 12, 2015
Teacher: May Divers
Class Representative: Margaret Roper (416) 285-0367

News in 
Brief

ARCHIVES  From the Scottish Studies Foundation website
Not everyone can get to the University of Guelph’s 
world-class archives in person, so it has begun to 
digitize its treasures to make them available online 
by means of a few clicks. Thanks to the generosity 
of the Scottish Studies Foundation and its donation 
of $10,000 to the project, the University has been 
able to get even more of its collection scanned and 

available for you to read free of charge. The first 
books of this latest project are now available to read, 
and there are some real gems which you can browse 
here. Note that EPUB and Kindle versions of the 
books can be downloaded. EPUB files can be read 
on Kobo and many other e-readers to allow for the 
books to be displayed in large print.

VIRTUAL VISIT TO SCOTLAND
This may be the longest URL yet, but clicking on it 
(or copying and pasting if that doesn’t work) should 
take you on a visit to some of Scotland’s most loved 
sights. Cheaper than a flight!

Using Google “street view” technology this can take 
you to Stirling Castle, Dunfermline Abbey and 
Urquhart Castle.

http://travelprnews.com/historic-scotland-
google-street-view-launched-a-new-collection-
of-historic-scottish-sites-7654321234567890/
travel-press-release/2014/12/15/?utm_
content=buffer78c04&utm_medium=social&utm_
source=twitter.com&utm_campaign=buffer

SCOTTISH BITS AND PIECES
If you can’t find what you want in some of the local 
Scottish emporia (such as William Glen, formerly 
Cairngorm Scottish Imports on Avenue Road, or 
The Scottish Company on Leslie Street – there are 
many others) you might need to go farther afield.
Unicorn Limited has been in business for over 35 
years. It started as a “books only” operation but has 

recently branched into many other areas. Try the 
website: www.scotpress.com.

The mailing address is P.O. Box 125, Loachapoka, 
AL 36865. There is also an email service (mcleod@
scotpress.com). They carry a number of older books 
and objects of interest if you are looking for gifts.
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