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From the 
President

It has been a busy summer for the Society.
We have been at work with a new logo design for 
the Society, which will be presented to members at 
the Fall Meeting on October 17. Do come, and be 
witnesses to this exciting event. Our logo designer, 
David Kopulos, is also the designer of our new 
website. He is a very talented young man.
Also at the Fall Meeting, Julie McDonnell, of the 
McDonnell School of Highland Dance, and one 
of her dancers, will give us a talk about their trip to 
Scotland this summer. The Society gave a donation 
to the school to help defray the costs of the trip to 
Skye.
Welcome to Andrew Mair, our new Web Chief-
tain. Andrew is an Instructor at Centennial College 
and Editor at the Toronto Sun. We are very happy 
to welcome Andrew into the SAST fold.
The applications to the St. Andrew’s Ball will be 
going out shortly. We encourage you to come to 
the Ball, on November 30, St. Andrew’s Day itself, 
and to bring friends. As this is our main fundraising 
event, we want to encourage as many as possible to 
come, to enjoy a delightful evening and to help our 
charitable work. You can find information on the 
website about the Ball and the charities we support.
We were sorry to say goodbye to Professor Graeme 

Morton, of Guelph University, who has gone to 
Dundee to take up a post there. Your President had 
a farewell lunch with Prof. Morton in June. He has 
been a strong supporter of the Society. We have 
given travelling scholarships to Scotland, to students 
from both Guelph and the University of Toronto 
over the past few years, as part of our mandate to 
promote Scottish culture. 
Another major cultural event coming up next year 
is the 700th Anniversary of the Battle of Bannock-
burn. You will be seeing a steady stream of informa-
tion over the next few months on the website about 
this. SAST is organizing a major event on Saturday, 
June 21, 2014. Its title is Bannockburn Then and 
Now. There will be a symposium in the afternoon, 
with lively and distinguished speakers at U of T’s St 
Michael’s College, the home of their Celtic Studies 
program. This will be followed by a Celtic Con-
cert, featuring pipes, dancers and some well-known 
modern Celtic bands. Your hard-working Battle of 
Bannockburn team has already arranged much of this.
We are continuing to work on our Strategic Plan. 
This includes focusing on ways to increase mem-
bership, increasing visibility in the greater Scottish 
community in Toronto, engaging younger mem-
bers, bringing the bye-laws and constitution up-to-
date, and more!

Fall Meeting of Members – Thursday,  
October 17, 2013

Church Parade – Sunday, November 24, 2013
Charity Ball – Saturday, November 30, 2013
Ball Practices – Nov. 2013 (for dates see website 

or page 6)
Family Luncheon Theatre – Saturday,  

December 7, 2013 
Burns Dinner – Friday, January 24, 2014

Celebration at the Burns Statue – Saturday,  
January 25, 2014

Annual General Meeting – Thursday, February 
20, 2014 

St. Patrick’s Whisky Tasting, March 2014 (date 
TBA)

Bannockburn Symposium and Concert –  
June 21, 2014

For more information: www.standrews-society.ca/
events/

Dates for the 
Calendar
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Flowers of  
the Forest

The Scottish community has lost many friends this 
year.

Joan Strachan died in February, at the age of 93. 
She and her late husband had been members of the 
Society for many years.

Rod MacLeod died in March  after a courageous 
and lengthy battle with Alzheimer’s disease, at the 
age of 84. He  is survived by his wife of 63 years, 
Joan, and by many children and grandchildren

Bob Mauchan died in April at the age of 87 after 
a brief bout with lung cancer. A native of Scotland, 
Bob saw service in WWII and came to Canada in 
1954, joining the Society shortly thereafter. He was 
part of Helyar and Associates Chartered Quan-
tity Surveyors (now Altus). Bob was a keen and 
competitive sailor and a life member of the Royal 
Canadian Yacht Club. Bob was active in several 
charitable and church groups, notably Glenview 
Presbyterian Church. Bob was a Life Member of 
the Society and a regular Ball attendee for many 
years in his Buchanan kilt. 

Jaffray Rutherford, of Leith, near Owen Sound, 
passed away in April at the age of 93. He had been 
a member of the Society for many years.

David Grant passed away in May at the age of 90. 
David was well known in the Scottish Country 
Dance community, dancing well past the age at 
which most of his fellow dancers had given up danc-
ing. As a lawyer, a community volunteer, a dancer, 
and in all aspects of his life, David had an infectious 
zest for life that enriched all those he met.

J. Gordon Elder passed away in June. A Life 
Member of the Society (since 1968), Gordon 
was born in Old Kilpatrick, Scotland and earned 
his engineering degree in Glasgow. He came to 
Canada in 1953. A few years later he set up his own 
consulting company, staying with it until he retired 
in 2008. Our sympathy goes to his widow, Joan, 
and to his children and grandchildren.

Colin Harris died in August at the age of 84 after 
being ill for some time. Colin served the Society for 
many years as Assistant Marshal, faithfully carrying 
the colours every year at the St. Andrew’s Ball and 
at our annual church parade. A native of England, 
Colin was an engineer by profession, and served in 
the Royal Navy in his younger days. Colin leaves 
his wife of 63 years, Grace Harris, who served on 
the Ball Committee for many years, organizing the 
Scottish Country Dancing at the Ball.

Who’s who  
in the  
Society

President:   Anne Moir
First Vice President:  Rory Sinclair
Second Vice President:  Mark MacLean
 Hon Treasurer:   Ann Pennington
Hon Secretary:  Douglas Gibson
Newsletter Editor: Ian McHaffie

Website:   www.standrews-society.ca

Mailing Address PO Box 94024
  3409 Yonge Street
  Toronto, ON
  M4N 2L8

The Editor mchaffieian@mac.com 
  (905) 846-0567

Meeting of 
Members
October 17, 
2013

The next meeting of members of the 

St. Andrew’s Society of  Toronto 
will be held on

 October 17, 2013 in The Officers’ Mess
48th Highlanders of Canada

Bar from 7:30 pm; Meeting at 8 pm
Program:

Business; unveiling of the new Society logo; 
Highland Dancers: the trip to Scotland.

The 48th Highlanders Officers’ Mess is located on the 2nd floor of Moss Park Armoury (Queen 
and Jarvis Streets, Toronto). Enter through the north door – the main (south) door is kept locked 
in the evenings – and go to the 2nd floor. The Mess is located at the south end of the building.
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I have had a busy summer working on a number of 
issues facing the Society.

Online payments for Donations and Ball tickets
I am pleased to report that members are making 
good use of our new PayPal online payment system. 
Since its launch in January, about half of our 
membership donations have been online. A similar 
system for purchasing tickets for the Charity Ball 
will be launched in mid-September. I hope that you 
will find it user-friendly and efficient to use.

2014 Membership Donations and Electronic Tax 
Receipts 
Just a reminder that, since we have now 
synchronized the Membership and Financial 
year-ends to August 31, we will be accepting 
membership donations for the 2014 year starting 
on September 1, 2013. We are expecting to start 
issuing electronic tax receipts by email to all those 
members who make their 2014 membership 
donations online. A similar approach will be taken 
for the Charity Ball tax receipts.

New Members
We had a record number of 24 new members in 
2013. We welcome the following members who 
have joined since the last newsletter in April.

Andrew McMurtry
Andrew Mair
Glenda Ruth Vergos
Andrew Beveridge
John and Tracy Katherine Thomson
Geoffrey and Jeanette Clark
Camille Forsyth-Barrie
John Stewart

Attend a 2014 Event and Bring a Friend
As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, the 
Program Committee has been working hard to 
bring you a series of events that should be of 
broad interest. I encourage all of you to attend one 
or more of our 2014 events, and to bring along 
a friend who could potentially become a future 
member for the Society. We would also welcome 
any suggestions as to any other kinds of events that 
would be of interest. It has been our practice to 
issue an annual membership card, which included 
a list of the year’s events. Given the ever-increasing 
cost of mail, and the greater use of electronic 
communications, we will no longer be issuing 
membership cards. However, a convenient list of 
2014 events is included on the front page of this 
newsletter. This list can easily be copied or kept 
for reference. Check in to the Society website for 
regular updates.

Thoughts 
from the 
Membership 
Desk
by Frank Moir, 
Chair, Membership  
Committee

News from 
Guelph and 
Dundee

As our President, Anne Moir, mentioned in her message, the Scottish Studies Program at the University of 
Guelph said goodbye to the first holder of the Scottish Studies Foundation Chair, Dr. Graeme Morton. He 
has taken up a position at the University of Dundee, but has been appointed Adjunct Professor of History 
at the University of Guelph, so Canada will probably see him from time to time.
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Is this  
familiar?

Date: Sunday, November 24, 2013

Time: 10:30 am for 11 am

Place: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church
 115 St. Andrew’s Road, (Lawrence & McCowan)
            Scarborough, ON

Directions: 
By car: St. Andrew’s Road runs between Brimley Road 
and McCowan Road, in each case the first street north of 
Lawrence Ave. E. The church is approximately halfway 
between Brimley and McCowan.

By TTC: Take the 16 McCowan bus from Warden subway 
station, get off at St. Andrew’s Road (10 minutes), and 
walk west to the church. At present, the Sunday schedule 
shows buses leaving Warden at 10:05 am and 10:22 am.

Please join us at this new location for our annual church 
parade. While new to us, this beautiful 1849 Gothic 
Revival church replaces one built in 1819, making it 
Toronto’s oldest Presbyterian church. 

Questions: If you have any questions about directions or otherwise, please contact John Hutchinson at 
(416) 482-0447 or  jhutchinson@sympatico.ca.

Annual 
Church  
Parade

The image to the right 
should be familiar to all. 
In case it is not, it is what 
you will find if you go to 
the homepage of our new 
website, which has been 
in operation for several 
months:  
www.standrews-society.ca
The site was designed by 
David Kopulos (pictured) 
with the assistance of a 
committee. David has 
also designed a new logo 
for the society, which will 
be unveiled at our next 
meeting on October 17.
Much effort goes into 
keeping our website up to 
date and it is hoped that 
it will be a valuable way of 
keeping members aware 
of what is going on.  
We are glad to welcome 
Andrew Mair of Cen-
tennial College and the 
Toronto Sun, who is our 
new “Web Chieftain” (= 
webmaster!).
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Saturday, December 7, 2013  $60.00 pp.(Adult);  $49.95 (Children under 12)  
Please contact: Darren Purse (416) 782-5227 

Online application will be available on the Society website: www.standrews-society.ca in early fall
Book early - seating is limited.

Famous PEOPLE Players experience includes 
an exceptional performance in the dining room. 
Celebrity Chef, Christopher Woods, designs and 
creates exquisite menus for each of our shows with 
creativity and panache. Our Newman’s Own Kitchen 
is the centre of our Culinary Dream Program. Here, 
veteran artists of our show who no longer perform 
on stage, have the opportunity to further enhance 
their life skills, preparing the delectable delights 
you’ll enjoy during your dining with us.

Receiving rave reviews in the Financial Post and the 
Toronto Star, our menu includes a gourmet three-
course meal that’s also been featured on the Food 
Network’s #1 series, Chef at Large.

Special requests for meals can be made at reservations 
(eg. Vegetarian, Children’s Selection).

A three-course gourmet dinner especially designed 
for Famous PEOPLE Players by celebrity chef 
Chris Woods. Prepared by the players.

11:30 am Doors open

12 noon Lunch is served in our Dining Room
1:00 pm Performance – You will be escorted 

to our Phil Collins Theatre
2:00 pm Dessert, coffee and tea back in the 

Dining Room

A
Family 
Friendly 
Christmas 
Outing 

Extravagance:  
a decadent 
dining  
performance

Lunch and a food 
show —
what more could 
one want!

Vacation in 
Scotland?

Some of us  
(Frank Moir, the  
photographer) were 
lucky enough to 
make it this year.

FAMOUS PEOPLE PLAYERS PRESENTS:

Above - Stirling Castle, the view that an 
attacker would have had.

Right - The Sir Walter Scott at  
Stronachlachar Pier on Loch Katrine



- 6 -

Save the Date!
St. Andrew’s Charity Ball 2013
Saturday, November 30
St. Andrew’s Day
Fairmont Royal York Hotel

Ceilidh Practices
Moss Park Armoury:
Tuesday 19th, Friday 22nd, Tuesday 26th 
November
8 to10 pm

Ceilidh Practice 
Grace Church-on-the-Hill
Sunday, November 24
3 to 5 pm

Program
Once the Ball program is finalized, we will put 
a list up on our website so that you can type the 
name of the dance into YouTube and watch how 
it is done. This is also a really good way to learn 
the dance. 

Child Care Provided
Pre-registration required – see website for more 
details.

New This Year!  
Purchase your tickets online at:
www.standrews-society.ca/event/charity-ball 

Tickets
Ticket application forms to be mailed mid-
September and available on the Society website 
on Friday, September 13.

Tickets for active members of the St. Andrew’s 
Society, 48th Highlanders and R.S.C.D.S.:  
$125 (no tax receipt)

Tickets for non-members: $150 each  
(a tax receipt for $35 will be issued)

Intermission
World Champion Highland Dancers along with 
a colourful re-enactment of 18th Century Drill 
Routine by the 78th Fraser Highlanders 

CP24 CHUM Christmas Wish 
Please support the CP24 CHUM Christmas 
Wish program. Please bring an unwrapped toy to 
any of the dance practices or to the Ball itself.

 

Thoughts on The Ball
by Malcolm Sinclair

Christmas is a terror. It fills our hearts with fear. 

The build-up is enormous, and all for once a year. 

But even more compelling, a test for one and all, 

Is standing before Christmas at the old St. Andrew’s Ball. 

It won’t involve a sleigh ride, or Santa with his sack. 

It tests your hips and ankles, playing havoc with your back.

But if you come through shining, as bright as Christmas trees, 

The twenty-fifth is gravy. You’ll take it as you please.
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What have 
the Past-
Presidents 
been up to?

Doug Gibson writes from Woody Point Writers’ 
Festival
Most people know that Newfoundland is full of 
Irish, French, and English (West Country, es-
pecially Dorset), and Channel Island (especially 
Jersey), references, shown in the place names. But 
in this western part of Newfoundland, the Scottish 
place names in the immediate vicinity include the 
Lomond River, Mackenzie’s Brook, the Wallace 
River, and places like Reid and Glenburnie. I met 
an amiable local man in a bar whose name was 
Young. When I spoke excitedly about my Ayrshire 
grandmother, Jessie Young, he told me that his own 
family , research had revealed, were actually pirates, 
and they had stolen the Young name! 

Newfoundland traditional music resounded through 
the streets. St. Andrew’s Society members would 
have been pleased to hear how many “traditional 
local tunes” have Scottish roots. “The Road To The 
Isles” was one favourite, and one session ended,  a 
midst much stomping and whooping, with an up-
tempo version of “Mairi’s Wedding”. Great stuff.

Rev. Dr. Malcolm Sinclair writes:
I’m sure that past presidents of the Society have 
ongoing and creative lives spreading out in all direc-
tions. Mine has led me to the position of “Padre” in 
the 78th Fraser Highlanders, (York Garrison). The 
Fraser Highlanders were originally raised in 1757 
to be the first Scottish regiment to fight in North 
America. The British government took a chance on 
arming highlanders so soon after Culloden, but over 
they came in large numbers to fight in the North 
American arena of the Seven Years’ War. They 

were under the command of General James Wolfe, 
and fought with distinction at Louisbourg on the 
Plains of Abraham, Quebec, Montreal, in the end, 
St John’s. Disbanded in 1763, several hundred of its 
ranks stayed in Quebec to become the root-bed for 
Scottish life there to this day. 

In 1967, the Frasers were re-raised as a private 
army and celebrative regiment by permission of Her 
Majesty, the Queen. The Quebec City St. Andrew’s 
Society was a founding partner in this venture. 
Today over ten garrisons stretch across Canada and 
even dip into the United States. Their members 
perform ceremonial duties, open Highland Games, 
fire their “Brown Besses,” and fundraise for military 
scholarships. We wear authentic British “Scarlets” 
and distinctive bonnet with “bear Hackle” fur on 
top, and carry the broadsword, dirk and spontoon. 

Within our Garrison is the “Company of the 
Honorable Guard.” It is made up of Officers who 
have learned the foot, sword and spontoon drills of 
the eighteenth-century Frasers, and have passed a 
written test on the history of the regiment. Each 
Officer of the Guard adds to his “Scarlets” a brass 
“Gourget” on a chain, the symbol of the guard’s 
standing. So this past president has been trying to 
master the drills and the history. What’s the line 
about old dogs and new tricks? I shall soon take 
the tests, so we’ll see. At least with all the lefts and 
rights I’m encountering, my footwork at the Ball 
should much improve.

Captain, the Rev. Malcolm Sinclair, H.M.H.
Padre, 78th Fraser Highlanders (York)

Past President, St. Andrew’s Society of Toronto

In 1936, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 
our founding in 1836, the Society published a book 
entitled One Hundred Years of History, 1836-1936. 
We have recently passed our 175th anniversary 
and have decided to publish an interim history, to 
cover the period between 1936 and the present. The 
target date for publication is the AGM in February, 
2014. Work is now underway.

The publication will have three chapters devoted 
to major developments in the Society since 1936, 
each chapter to cover about 25 years. Within each 
chapter there will be a brief biographical note and a 
photo of each person who has held the position of 
President. As the President usually holds office for 
two years, there will be about a dozen such notes in 
each chapter.

For most of the 41 people who have been president 
since 1936, we are able to consult the individuals 

themselves, or family members, in the cases of those 
who have died. There are, however, several Past-
presidents about whom we have little or no infor-
mation. If any member can help with suggestions 
about how to get the information we need, please 
call or email Ian McHaffie.

These are the people about whom we have too little 
information: Messrs Fleming (President 38-40), 
Rae (42-44), Binnie (44-46), Stewart (46-48), 
Murray (48-50), McBain (52-53), McLeod (55-
57), Craig (59-61), and Turner (65-67).

Also, if there are any members who have, either 
from their own memories or tales from the previous 
generations, recollections about the Society in the 
early years of our target period, please let us know:   
mchaffieian@mac.com or (905) 846-0567.

1836
to 
2014
Updating our  
History

by Ian McHaffie
for the Editorial  
Committee:  
Doug Gibson, John Catto, 
John Hutchinson,  
Frank Moir,  
Susan Paterson
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Scottish Dance Classes
A note from the RSCDS

Beginner Classes
For 10 weeks at two locations. Mondays starting 
September 23, 7:30 to 9:30 pm at St. Leonard’s  
Anglican Church, 25 Wanless Ave. Two short 
blocks north of the Lawrence subway station.

And on Thursdays starting September 26, 7:30 to 
9:30 pm at Eastminster United Church,  
310 Danforth Ave. One block west of the Chester 
subway station.

Intermediate Classes
For 10 weeks, Thursdays starting September 26, 
7:30 to 9:30 pm at Eastminster United Church 
(upper level), 310 Danforth Ave. One block west of 
Chester subway station.

Level 3
For 10 weeks, Thursdays starting September 26, 
7:30 to 9:30 pm at the former Council Chambers of 
the Swansea Town Hall, 95 Lavinia Ave. Seven-
minute walk SW of Runnymede subway station.

For information on these classes contact  
Glenna MacDonald, Convener, (416) 763-0073 
or Jean Lindsay, Program Director, jclind.1949@
gmail.com. Information on Scottish dancing can 
always be found at www.rscdstoronto.org.

A Celebrationof 600 Years
The University of St. Andrews was founded in 
1413, which means that this year the University is 
celebrating its 600th anniversary.

To mark the occasion the University has prepared 
a 90-minute documentary, Ever to Excel. The film 
is narrated by Sean Connery. It is being released 
worldwide on October 19, 2013. 

This sweeping history will be of interest to all who 
consider themselves “Friends of Scotland.” The 
word is that you don’t have to be a graduate of St. 
Andrews to enjoy it.  

The Toronto showing will be at The Fox The-
atre, 2236 Queen Street East (in the Beaches) on 
Saturday, October 19, from 4 to 6 pm. Admission 
is free. 

A fundraising reception in aid of the University will 
follow. Tickets can be booked by clicking on 
www.eventbrite.ca/event/8137293865 
All friends of Scotland will be warmly welcomed. 

Further information is available from Douglas Gib-
son, Past-President of the Society and a graduate of 
St. Andrews. Doug may be reached either by email 
or by phone: doug1929@rogers.com or  
(416) 489-1929.

Pauline Lothian Designs
Pauline Lothian is a young Scottish designer who is 
working in Harris Tweed, perhaps the most well-
known of Scottish fabrics. She has recently estab-
lished her own website and if you are looking for a 
Scottish gift you could do a lot better than going to 
the website and see what she is doing:  
www.paulinelothiandesigns.com.

Unicorn Limited
It is sometimes difficult to keep the various “Uni-
corn” publishers and bookstores distinct from each 
other. “Unicorn Limited” is a distributor of Scottish 
books that may be of interest to those who are look-
ing to read more about Scottish history. It seems to 
operate with two URLs: www.scotpress.com and 
www.unicornlimited.com.

They carry quite a large number of Scottish books, 
many of them out of print. An email can easily find 
out whether a particular book is available. Your 
Editor’s experience is that they respond very quickly 
to requests.

From a recent email: “We started out selling – and 
then publishing – books on paper.  [Later] … we 
offered “Scotcopy” photocopy versions of the older, 
out-of-print books. Then, modern technology came 
along, and we were able to offer those 19th-century 
monsters at much more reasonable prices by put-
ting them on CDs which you could read on your 
computer. This made the reproduction of color 
illustrations possible, and allowed us to offer the 
multi-volume extravaganzas at a price that didn’t 
equal your monthly mortgage. …”

If older books are what you are looking for, try get-
ting in touch with them through the website.

Dr. Morton’s Top Tips for Students
Dr. Graeme Morton, who recently left Guelph for 
Dundee, (see p. 3) has three tips for those inter-
ested in reading / studying Scottish history.

1.  Read: A History of Everyday Life in Scotland 
(vols. 1-4) because it’s always best to start with 
people before investigating society, culture, 
and institutions.

2. Watch: Whisky Galore (1949) (titled Tight 
Little Island in the U.S.) to find a warm- 
hearted evocation of symbol and (some)  
reality in Scottish history.

3. Think about: Where does the Scottish nation 
begin and end?

News in Brief


